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preached in the Court 


at. Greenewitch the firſt 
Sonday after the Epi- 
phanie An. Do, 


I552. 


The Goſpell appointed for that day 
taken our of the ſecond chapter of 
Saint Luke the Evangeliſt "begin- 
ning at the 41.verſc and continu- 


ing t tothe end of tlic chapter. 


41 Now bs parentes went to leruſalem Chap.2.ver. 
_ yeare at he featt of the Paſſo- *** 


62 ad when be was twelue ere olde, 
Orutbey were come vp to lernſalem, 
after the cuſtome of the feaſt. 

43 eAndhad finiſhed the dayes thereof, 
a they returned, the child Teſia re- 
mained in Leruſalem, & loſe eph knew 

* rotor bis mother, 


44 But they Jopifing. "the he had bens 


” in any, er iourney, 
& es among ft their kinſe- 
Aj. folkes 


* 
folkes,c acquaintance. 

45 And when they found him not , they 
towrned backe to Ieruſalem- , & 
ſought him, 

[ 46 eAndit came topaſſe three dayes af- 

| rerthat they found him m the tem- 

i ple, ſitting m the middeſt of the Do+ 

| flors,both hearing them, and acking 

them queſtions . 

47 eAndall that heard him, were aſto- 
ried at his underitandng , and an- 
ſweres , 

48 Sowhen they ſawe him,they were 4- 

| o mazed,+ he mother ſayd vnto him, - 

| 44 of ' » - Sonnegwhy ha#t thou thus dealt with 
vs *beholde., thy father and I haze 
| ht thee with heany hearts. 

49 Then ſaid he unto them : howe 1s it 
that you ſought me? know ye not that 
I muſt go about my fathers buſineſſe? 
$0 But they-underſtoode not the worde 

that he ſþake to them.&c. | 
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$ 
OR SOMVCH 
d fas the whole Goſpell,js 
more full of matter & 
plenteous in myſteries, 
then that it can well be 
diſcuſſed within the limits of one 


* ſermon:I haue taken for this time to 


intreate vpon this one ſentence {po- 
ken by Chriſt ynto his parentes vert. 
49.Know ye not that I muſt go about my 
fatbers buſineſſe?being content to omit 
the reſt,taking onely-ſo much of the 
reſt,as ſhall luffice x declare the oc- 
caſion whereypon che ſpake theſe 
words forthe fuller vnderftanding of 
the ſame. Ye ſhall therfore ynderſtand 
that when our Sauiour was come to 
the age of twelue yeares, giuing at- 
rendance yppon his parentes to Teru- 
falem, atthe ſolemne feaſt of Eaſter, 
whither they yearely did repayer at 


that time of ſincere deuotion and for 


the obedience of the lawe. 'After that pxod.z. 
Ioſeph & Mary had deuoutly paſſed 145 


the dayes of the feaſt, & werereturned 
home, it came to pale = not through 
blind Fortune bur by God his - 2 
Ay, uidence 


6 


prouidrnee, that his gloric might ap- 

peare)that the bleſied fonne lefus ta 
ried behind a Ieruſalem,& while his 
parents,cither not taking good heede 
of him,or clſe going a part in ſundry 
companies,cither of them truſting he 
had ben with the other,they went one 
daies journey before they mifled him: 
Bur after he was found wanting, they 
ſought him diligently amongelt their 
kinſefolkes and acquaintance , but 
found himnot. Which was viidoub- 
tedly ynto; them very crofle of bit- 
ecr affliction.So doth God miany times 
exerciſe his elect & choſen with ad- 
uerfity for theirtrial,& to keep them 
in humility. Whe they were returned 
to Ierufalem and had long ſoughthim 
with ſorowful hearts,after three dayes 
they found himin the temple. Here 
by theway methinke the holy ghoſt 
tcacheth vs a;ſpirituall doctrine, and 
that right neceſlaric : So long as wee 
ſecke Gtuiſt in our owne kinKfolkes, 
that is, our owne inventions & deyi- 
ſes, wee finde him not , but to finde 


Chrilte, we muſt accompanic theſe 
F gods 
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; the Temple of his holy worde , there 


7 
godly perſons Toſeph and Maric ynto 


Chriſtis found-yntoſo many. as ſeeke 
him with ſuch humble ſpirits & meek 


| hearts as Ioſeph & Mary did . They 
| found hjmin the teple notidlely oc- 
| cupied 44 many are , not mumblinge 


things he ynderſtoode not, Size mente 
ſonum , a confuſed lounde without 


| knowledge:But they found him oc - 


cupied in the father of heauen his 
buſineſſe,as all men ſhould be in the 
temple,cither in ſpeaking to God by 


humble and harty prayer, or hearing 


God-ſpeaking tothem in his moſte 
bleſſed word.So was Chriſt occupied 
amongſt learned men and appoſing 
then; Where heteacheth vs to be al- 
wayesas glad to learne asto teache, It 
isa probable conieure that he 0- 
penedto them the Scriptures which 
{pakeof Mecfhas: a matter then in con 
trouerſie, But whatſocuer their mat- 
ter was,;the-Euangeliſt ſayth, Fe made 
themull aftonied at his onder ſtanding & 
anſwerer.verſ.47. Sothe glory of his 
godhead-cucn then began to ſhine. 
A,nmn, Where 


AR.4.13. 
14-16. 


$ 


where we may marke the wonderfull 
power ofthe Goſpel:Euen-the harde 
hearted that will not recciuc it, yet 
the bright beames of the trueth ſhi- 
ning therein maketh them aſtonied. It 
caulcthalfo the godly to marueile , as 
Mary and Iofeph,burt their admiration 
alway ended with ioye. Yet notwith- 
ſtanding his heaucnly maieſtie made 
al mento wonder,his mother thought 
ſhe had ſome caule to expoſtulate 
with him for the greate fearc he had 
brought ypon them,caſting themin- 
to a doungeon of ſorrowes, and com- 
plaining,ſaide.Soune why baſt thou 5c, 
She ſeemeth to charge him with the 
firſtprecept of the ſeconde table,that 
he had not wel intreated his parents. 
But Chriſt ſo ſhapeth his anſwere,that 
he taketh away al her complaint. Tea- 
ching vs how the precepts of the ſc- 
conde table may not be ynderſtand in 
any wiſe to be a hindriceto the firſt. 
Wiſt ye not that I muſt go about my fa- 
thers buſmeſſetver.49.where our duety 
& ſeruiceto God commeth in place, 
all humaine ſeruice and obedience, 


which 


7 
4 
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| which might be ahindrance thereto, 


to whom ſo cuer it be, Father,or Mo» 


ther,King or Kelar mutt-ſtand backe 


| and give place. Beſides this, he tca- 


cheth ys herea molt neceſlary leſſon, 
for al mento knowe and beare away, 
which is,that his wholelife-and death 


was nothing elſe but a perfe& obedi- 


| encetothe wil of his heauenly father, 


& that he wasalwaies moſt buſaly oc» 
cupicd therein: And teacherh vs , that 
if we looke by adoption to be bre- 
thren & cohcirs with Chriſt of his fa-' 
thers kingdome , we mult alſo with 
our maiſter and Lorde yelde vp our 
ſclues wholly to our heauenly father . 
his will & alwayes be occupied inthis 


buſineſſe . Exemplum dedi vobys. ec, 10h. 13.15, 


hane gigen you an example,that ye ſhould 
DSi Theme te you Which 
leſſon being (o neceflary for al chrifti- 
ans to be kepte,& the breach thereof * 
cauſe ofal iniquity: Ithought it good 

to paſſe ouer other places of s s 
ly inſtruQti6 which this goſpel mighe 
miniſter, & to tary vppon- this: one 


. ſentence. Know ye n0t [muſt go a-. 


bout 


Luk. 2:49. 


Io 
bout my fathers baſmes? Interiding to 
ſhew.in order how all eſtates of men, - | 
the clergy,the nobilicic and the com- 
monalty, are vnder the bande of this | 
obligation: Oportet &c .we muſt : and - | 
ought of neceſſity to be' occupied in. | 
the fatherofheauen his buſineſſe.Bur | 
firſte of all-myſtruſting wholy mine 
owne ſtrength, I craue ayde' of you 
by your deuoute prayers. 


Prayer. 
Conatus rex Chriſte meor tw dirige 


ſemper, 


Ep mihi fit felex te duce principium. 


Knowe you not that I muit go aboute | 
my fathers buſmeſſe? | | 

After that our firſt pazems through: 
diſobedience and finne had: blotted 


* &diſhgured the linely Image of god, 


 1.Cor.244. What appentgined therto. The naturall 


wherunto they were created, 8 might 
haue lived alway, in a conformitic to 
the will of God: Man was neuer able 
to apply himſcife to God his fathers 
buns 


$s,noryetſo much as toknowe 


T1 


| wan (Gyerh Paule) perceineth. not the weyyr, 3.8 
 thinges of the ſpirite of God Fo, Til 1% 


| Chriſte the very true Imageof God 
the father did come downe and' toke 
| mansnature ypon him:Which diſcent 


in. | as he declareth was tofulfil for vs the 
will ofhis father,that like as by diſobe- Rom-5-19+ 


— 


| dience of one man many were made (1+ 


ners, So by the obedience of one ((hrift) 


time 4s he became obedient unto death, 
een the death of the croſſe, Which obc+ 
dienceleft carnall men ſhoulde cha- 
lenge toſuffice for them , howeloeuer 


| their life bea continuall rebellion a- 
gainſt God & his holy will ( fuche as 
their be a greate: number , and haue 
benein all ages).Saint Paule wipeth 


COT "Y 


become ſaluation (not to all) but to all 
that obey him . Let no man therefore 
flatter and deceiue himſſelfe,if we wil 
chalengethe name of Chriſt his dif- 
ciples,if we will worthely poſleſſe the 
w_ name of Chriſhans , we muſt 
carne this leſion of our maiſter, tobe 
occupicd inour heaucnly fathers bu« 


lives, 


wany might be made righteous . What pyitip, 3.8: 


them cleane away, Saying Chrift hath Heb.z.9, 


T2 
ſineſſewhich is to flie our owne will 
(which.is a wicked and. wanton: will) 
& wholly to conforme our felues to 

mnanezn)\ <> will,faying as we are taught. Fiat 
voluntas tua,thy will be done : which as 
Saint Auguſtine faith, The fleſoly man, 
the conetous, aduouterons , ranenous or 
ae ceitfull man can nener ſay but with his 
lippes from the teeth forward, becauſe in 
hu heart hepreferreth his owne curſſed 


forſomuch asthe greateſt parte of the 
world haue at this day forſaken their 
fathers bufineſle,applying their own, 
and arealtogether drowned in finne: 
For, The whole head is ſicke & the whole 
heart t heany. From the ſole of the foote 
to the head,there is nothing whole there- 
Philip.2 .21 5 ec,And as Saint Paule fayh , eAll 
ſeeks their owne,gf not that which © Ie 

ſua Chriſtes . And Tam here aſcended 

mto the high hill of Sion, the higheſt 

hillinall this rcalme. I muſt needes as 


Bfai.1.5.6. 


+ ſpare nor-lift vp thy voice like a trum- 
prod ſhew my people their irenſgreſor LA 


muſt crye vntoall eſtates aſwell of 


the 


will, __ the willof God. Nowe . 


OO, TEE”, DT PR TURN TYT -- Pwn ET T ” FF JW T7 a” a "20 COR (rr 0 


Eſai.58.1, it 1s giuen me in commiſſion, Cry aloud - 
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13 
the Ecclefiaſticall miniſterie, as of the 
ciuill gouernaunce , with the vulgare 

cople.Bur forſomuch as example of 
holy ſcriptures with experience of 
Chriſts church inall ages hath taughr 
vs that the fall of Prieftes is the fall 
of the people , and contrariwiſe the 
integrity of themis the preſervation 
ofthe whole flocke : And the mini- 


ters as Chriſt ſaith, bring the light of —I—_—_ 


his myſticall body, if the lighte be turned 
into darkeneſſe there muſt needes followe 
great darkneſſe in the whole body, I think 
it conuenient to begin with them 
which ſeeme to haue brought blind- 


| nes intothe whole body,making men 


to forget their heauenly fathers buſi- 
neſle. They which ſhoulde haue kept 


the candle Rill burning : theſe will I 


chiefly examine in y bulineſle which 1,,...;5. 
Chriſte ſo earneſtly commuted to 26.7. 


all paſtors befare his aſcention; when 
he demaunded thriſe of Peterif helo- 
ued him,and cuery time vpon. Peters 
confeflion, enioyned him , ſtraightly 
to feede his | & ſheepe.Wherin 
we haue the truetriall of all miniſters, 


who 


Faſciculus 


Lamen.lere. 


41s 


Pſal »12,1, 
K1463+ 


L4 
who loue Chriſt, who 
neſle. Butto confider how it hath ben 
forgotten in the church many yeares, 
it mighte makea Chriſtians harte to 
bleede , He that wrote the generall 
Chronicle of all ages: /\wherihe com- 


meth to the time of Iohn the 8. and 


Martin the ſeconde Byſhops of Rome 
about 600 yeares agoe,conferring the 
golden ages going before with the 


' 1niquitie' of that time: when through 


ambition , avarice & contention , the 
office of ſetting forth Goddes word 
was brought to an vtter contempt & 
troden vnder foote. In token whereof 


the Byble was made y Biſhops foote- 


ſtooleghe falleth to a ſudden exclama- | 


tion &&complaineth thus with the la- 


mentable voice of the prophet Ieremy * 


Helas,Helas,O Lorde God : Howe ts the 


golae become ſo dimme? How s the goodly 


6alour of ut ſo ſore changed?” O mote v»i- 
gratiors tre ({aith he) wherein the holy 
man fuileth (or is not all truethes are 
diminiſhed from the fonnes of men: there 
are no.Godly men left, the. farthfull are 


worue out ' among the children of men. 


In 


apply his buſi. - 
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Jathat time as it appeateth both by 
this hyſory and others, ambition-& 
gredy auarice taught miniſters to ſcek 
& cored for liuings, who might climb 
the higheſt by yter contempt of their 


office,and of our heauenly fathers bu- 
ſincfle:And fo to make Chriſte his flock 


a ready pray for the diel, who goth about , >..,,v, 


like a roaring Lyon ſeeking whome he 
may dewour.Then the Biſhop of Rome 
abuſing alwaics Peters keyes to fill 
Indas Satchels,diſpenſed with all pre- 
lates (that brought any mony) from 
obeing of Chriſtes commiſſion giuen 
to Peter,, Feede, Feede, Feede, my 
Lambsand my agg] and ſtretched 


' it ſolargely;that in.ſteade of feeding 


Chriſte his Lambes and ſheepe; he al- 
lowed them to feede Hawks, Hounds, 
and Horſes (I will not ſay) Harlottes. 


Then in ſteede of Fiſhers of men, he Math, 4-19, 


made them to become fiſhers of be- 
nefices & fat liuinges ...He brought 
preaching into ſuch a contempt, that 
it was: accompred a greate abſurdi 


for a Cardinall to preach , after he had faſcicutus 
once beſtred his Moile. But let vs ſee **2porum, 


after 


$. Barnard. after, how this euill encreaſed.S;Ber- 
nard inhistime aboute 200 yeares af- 
ter lamented, y when it ſeemed y 0- 


pen perſecutoin/of Tyrants & Here- 
tikes was ceaſed in the. Church, then 
an other perſecution farre worſe,and 
more noi{ome to Chriſtes goſpell did 


| ſucceede,when the miniſters,Chriſtes 


owne'friends by pret&ce,were turned 


pſal,z8. 22. into perſecutors . My loners of my 


Bernard, 


friendes flange aſide from my plague , & 


my kinſmen ſtand a far off. The iniquitie 
of the Church'(Sayeth Bernard) be- 
gan atthe elders. Hen, Hex, Domine 
Dew,grc. Alacala,O Lorde God, they 
are the formoſt in perſecuting of thee , 
whiche are thought to lone the chiefeft 
place or preheminence in the Churche, 
This complaint with much more to 
long to be rehearſed, made Saint Ber- 
niedln his time againſt the Prelates 
ofRome,nothing afraide in the ſame 
place ( for obſcuring of Chriſte his 
Goſpell)to cal them Antechriſtes,and 
for murthering of filly ſoules redee- 
med with Chriſt his pretious bloude, 


he maketh more crucll perſecutorsof 
| Chiilte 
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EVhriftes therlche Jewes;, whiche ſhed 
kis bſ6ud « © IFthe>iniquitic of Rome: 
400:ycaresagpe; was ſo-great, & hince! 
hatliriota licde iticrraſed; jo was high 
timeySGod ſhould — eyes of. 
ſome Otriltian princestoſtenhe great. 
abuſes and enotrfiinie ; ofRidwiſh By- 
3Anditadehuer: Chriftes goſ- 
pe{l our ofeapriuity, 8tobring down 
hizhamts, whoſe prida{ifhe.mighte, 
hatichadluctefle in his-:ehranmy  be- 
n to bſcend) idhe[lucifes at aboucthe 
res. It is/normatiy years zoe, that 
3: <hahpion »bfc his nimnd Balgghe, 
AMarreirut Padderrgy 


hr it 
= theyhafth nov barne: Jn 


hod with Chratkand tharht hay Not 
be nidged ofthe:Emperoar;; 
lidisnora mere rr hem Sen 
yponcarth; & God (faith -hdYmaynor 
benidged afman. What thtallerable 


blaſphemy} isebit >1f Thid now read «1, 1-1 


my lfe;I coulde farfly beletue any 
fuck blafphamy+to proceeds fre = 
B, whi 


18 | 
which profeficth Chriſt. Dotydtsnbw 
perceiue plainely thehifihg and poy- 
ſowof the abdferpent, when -hetemps | 
red ourfarſt parents,& promiſed they: 
ſhould bec6c:like Gods?: Avilemrets | 
chedtreature;wormes meatefforger= | 
tine! hiseftire, maſt: becomea-God | 
vpponrarthi.Such Godsſhall followe | 
Jupiter; Adats,and Henw;) into the ipit 
of dananation, But ſome Will faygwhac 
ſhould wefpeakc fo much-of the By= | 
ſhop of Rome, is Henot gone? his po« | 

ower takenaway?Ifpreachers would | 
ct hinaldne;the people rwould ſone | 

. forgethimfiTrulytotriypartifThad |: 
that gift;Riengrh' 8|catfing;,Lhadta> | | 
ther (though.:] were ſure to inane © | 
therpforo)ſpeake againſt\his:enormis |/ 
ticsin Ronie 3 then tor ſeakeof them, | 

herc.And Ithinkeno mari bemech (at | 
teat Iam fare no: chan vughrro bear) | © 
iny) ance {or cul wilt againft! his | 
perſon;an(fpeaking againſt his viceand | * 
miquiit:;#e fight nor (Sdith Sainrt | * 

Bpheſ.6,12. Part) againſt fleſh and bland; bur we fight | 

8 

tl 

1 


agamft rhr prince of darkeneſſe &c.\Nhen 
aby wicked-marv aduerfarig-to God|* 


and 
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| and his wordeaſſayleth vs; we muſte 

take himforno other but as an inſtru- 
| mentofthe diuel, and Satan himſclfe 


co be our enimy and noneother : And4 


| eyenasWhen anenimy affailerhoys, ors 
| horſebacke; we dry wc roguerthrows 
the enmy, arid win the horſe; which 
| nay be profitable vnto'vs :-So if this 
dive) coulgbe-caftour of ſurhy' infry< 
ments 45he hath-itv-Rone'; theanen 
| woulde berome proficable members 
| df Chrift. Bur ifeh{ divelft f&faftini 
the ſaddle that be cannorbe rurdied 
' cu, wetatinotamendin Yecoliy dury 
' tsto ptty yEto'God forxhemipaydics 
| kate riofi bf Gods creatures; but rathet- 
| tharwhich Sathan hath dipiaurch>3 
forte Diaidanvcrrar cordi £07 Wn 


i | AdnevHhts 00d wit turne them br 


Bur. metwithflarding> their! yore 
i hdd chiefly tolkdienvimvthoir 
pe ee, yer nottheregily;Bubcten 
eCamongil vs/alfo tho Me64 


þ not ether edres;it if. 68 2Tde oxpes ; 


dent dftentites to-er\ &thenger 
gaiſttheirerrours & vices ; © Chiefly 
that fooleas we hear@it, wenay ine 


B.ii. od 


»? 


x28r.LorY 
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Op thankes(as weare moſt bounden) 
our deliuerance from y 'captiuity 


Par: $43. arg es Saint Peter himſelf by 


of ancient writers called it.Ex= 
2wplcs;berdof we haue in the;Scrip-= 
tures, the ſong of the Iſraclites' after 


Exod. 15.1. their delinerance qut of, 8SYPt, and | 


Jad. 5.1, 


alterwardes whenthey Were. deliuercd | 
by [Debots:from the:ty ok Siſcxas 


Tud.16.1, and aller the.deliuerance on Holp- 


fernts by [udnth. We muſt be thankful, 
teaſtc\for our: yathanktylnefle, God 
fuffer,ysto fall into-a worle. bomdagh 
then edenwe were in.Buzanglte fall, 
itis profitable chat we may from our 
hearts renounce with Babylon. allchg 
vicespfBabilan, Fox what didprofite 
hehe Cara 
yiſhldid.carry Egypt incheigamindss , 
owe aero nur ut waits | 
thetleliuarite'gur of Babylontorhale / 
thae did bring Babilon, bomer9:Jric, 
falem?'-1-feare me. yer in-Englande 
greatmany like flethly Ifraaltes 
weary, of 'the ſweets Manna! of. 
Gofpeh.& ſauour of the fleſhly;Egipy: 
deſiring to liueftil ynder the hoadagy 


21 
of Pharas. But moſt of all itis exped3. 
enrnow for my purpoſe to-ſpeake:of 
Y: | that Sca,from whence ſofarte'as cucr 
X Icouldlearnce,thoſe intollerable abu» 
P* | ſes have ouerflowne, and are come a- 
&. | mong vs:whichas yet are great eni- 
nd | ies to Chriſtes Goſpel here in Eng- 
£4 | Jand ,making his miniſters to ſet aft 
*S | his buſineſſe. Suche abuſes as can not 
Are yet be driuen away, nor ſent home to 
ful, | Rome to their father, Lmeane of dif- 
od | penſations for pluralites , and- tot 
agd | quots,with diſpenſations for non reſi 
FaIk! dents, which auarice & Idlenes tran(- 


OMB! nall men,they haue ſo many patrones 
h they can not be driven away, with o- 


a ther abuſes: And becauſc they are ac- 
V 
thale 


tes 
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ſes, Gods wrath is kindled againſt ys | 
to deſtroy all ſuch as are the maintei- | 
ners of them. So long asit ſhalbe law- | 
mll for men to haue fo many liuinges, | 
asthey.can get,and diſcharge neuer a | 
one,and folong as men may haue the | 
lmings tolye wherethey will in idle- : 
neſle farre from their cure , fatting | 
thcſelues like the Dmuclles Porklings, | 
andlet a thouſand foules periſhe tor |; 
Lcke offpiritual foode;God his buſt- | 
| nes ſhall neuer be well applied , nor | 
l his goſpel haue ſucceſle in England. lt | 
| is pitty thateuer it ſhoulde be neede- | 
full,to withe any lawes tobe made by | 
man'to bring miniſters of Gods word | 
to doe their duety, being lo plainely 
expreflced in God his lawe. If our | 
[ hearts were not hardened more then | 
ﬀ! Pharao, our cyesof indgement more 
blinded with vnſenſiblenes of heaus-| 
Comnages then the Sodomites,, wee| 
.- ſhouldtremble & quake more at one! 
#hreammy of Gods yengeance againſt) 
efhjpenr: that feede them! 
{cbves,thattetafyderheir heauenly 
hers bufines, TILES. 7 
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fill inieuery place, then: wee-ſhoulde 
feare.a} tht;powers vpon carth, which 
as Cþxhlte faich, having power of the 


body'tannat hurt the loule. Oh Lord Mathri.28, 


howe dare men be lo boldetorake-on 
them'the-natne of, Chriſt higminiſters, 
and vtterly tefule the worke! of their 
miniſterie;by-leauing their flock, god 
his word being ſo plajhe agataſt the? 
Lmarvel notio much atblind baierds 
which ntuet take Gods bouk in had, 
ignorance bath blinded them, they 
know not the price of mans foule;bur 
truely; 1could peuer matucll, inough 
at learned men,whicheread the ſerip- 
turcs, where their (hearts, and ynder- 
ſtandiovg ſhoulde be when they reade 
almoſt itrenery leafe of ſcripture, be- 
ſides all ancicntwriters, their owne 
ſhaipelentence & iudgement, which 
i whale day were too little to bring 
themin. O mercifull God,where bec 
their.cycs to ſec?their-eares to heare? 


doethey thinke there's a God which 


will bemtaiſter of his word2T will ler 


palſchowethey are called of thetholy 


ghoſt by moſt qdious names, thecues, 


B.iui. robbers, 


ESnb pore Mats wolfes, dumbe 
dogs, with oo ſuche like worthy 
their deſertes \, I will ouly Jelare, 
which me thinkes mighes: ue: if 
there wereno mo, howe'the: feriprure 
maketh thehimoſt cruett: muttherets 
and guilty ofbloud; Inthe 54 ofEc- 
Fecl.34. 23 clefiafticus it is writterl:The Breadeof 
the needfull is the life of the poore,he that 
| de thrhem theref ts4 man of bloud. 
this ſentence be true in them that 
| defraude the needy of their corporall 
| foode, howe-muche more ate the 
| which withhold the food of the foul, 
| being the worthier part of man, guil- 
of bloude? "And therefore God b 
_prq 26 kiss propher Ezechiel telleth them, ſo 
many as periſhe by their negli gence, 
their bloud (hall be required: at theit 
| handes,as men guilty of bloud; Now 
ll let them conſider ity bloud of Abell 
ll Gen.4.10, One*man cried vp vnto(heauenfor 
vengeatice againſt Cain:whatanhorz 
vible cry ſhall the blond ofathoufand 
Toules' make before the throne of 
God, aſking: vengeance apainſt-thax 
wicked Pallo vi Which molte. _ 
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hath hungered themto death in with- 
holding from them the foode of life ? 
The hay they lay vpyerely brought 
farofby farmers,'their Rings & Iews- 
els,'theirfine apparel]; their beddes# 
they lyc.in; their-meate and drinke, 
being the ſpoiteof the poore , cry all 
for vengeance. The ones in the wal; 

| the timberouer their heades cry for 

| Vengeance. Alas how farare they fro 
| exculing theſelues with Saint Paule, 

| laying'to the-people of Epheſus, 7 A820. 26. 

| Jake yortorecord this day'{ ampure fro 

| the bloud of allmen; for [bane ſpared no 

- | labour but hane ſhewed all the councel 

y | of Godvmayon.Butalastheſe mE may 

0 

( 
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rather ſay,thatthey hauc kept coun- 
;, | cellof Gods councell . And where 
t | SaintPaule preached publiqulyand 
4 | by houles; theſem® keepe filece leaſt 
UW | they ſhould difquiet the diuell in his 
et | my ofwhome. Chriſte faith, <tr LaK.31. 3t, 
[> | aſtrongmanarmed watcheth his houſe, . 
d | the thingerchas be poſſeſſeth are inpeace As 
f | &c,Theyſay with: the eutllfernaumt; 
at MH maſter ir long acomming,& ſo beats 
! | bis fellow ſernants, like crue] murthe- 
g |*< rers 
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rers & tytantes whoſe indgmentſhal 


be ftraighter the! any Pharao,Neto,or | 


Domitran tharever-reigntd. Bur alas 


it healpeth nothing to calbor cry- vpt | 


Zach7 , 12.Pon them3'T þty bane hardened their 

Jokil.39 bedrteiaran eAdanant fond. Lazar 
bath hene:ſo long burred antl fleking in 
worldely luſtes © and; | ſenſuality , the 
preacher cannot call bum out, nor yet 
remone the grane ſtone . What thall I 
thendo?l muſtical ynro: you molt no, 
blePrince,& Chriſtes;annointed, 

I am cone this day to. preach toy 
nw. King, androthoſe whichbein author 
being abſzr, rity vnderhim”, I am. very. ſoty they 
teſewr® ſhould:beabſent which: ſhould giue 

_ example, .&-encourage; other to. the 
hearingofGods.word.. And I amithe 
more lov that! other ,preachers bc- 

fore me complaine muchiof their ab- 
ſence: But you will Gaye, they: bavie 
 waighty-affaires id hande. Alas, hath 


Godany greater buſiuefle then this? : 


If I could cry. with the-voice- of StE+ 
tor, Lhovilde; I ſhoulder make them 
heate intheir:chambers: But tathieir 


abſence; | will fpeake. to-their.ſcates, | 
as | 


. 2. es 
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| toyou-noble prince-as . Chriſtes an» 


ſuccour ,:to ſende them-home-their 


127 
a3 ifth&y were preſent; I will call vt» 


noyuted:Chrittes litle flocke here in 
England, whome he. hath commited 
vnto-yout.chardge which wanderby yy... 
many thouſands,as ſheepe hauing no. 
paltors, they cry 'all, ynto ycu -for 


ſhepheards,to the end,that for thipgy Gal.s.s. 

corporall, they may receive ſpiritual; 

& to letohe paſtor to hauc one onel y 

competentliuing, which he-may dil- 

charge. They call vpon-yau to expel 

& drive away the great\dranes, which 

in idleneſſe deuour'other mens labor, 

that after S.Pailles rule; He that will , r1er.;.co.” 

wot labor benot (uffered 16 eate, The ſut- Aen,4-4- 

te ones hage aſked bread. Chrilts little gy 

ones haue hyingeredand- called for y 

foode of y goſpel a long time & none 

there was to gue it the, Now they cry 

vnto you, take heederyow turne not 

_ eares.from the, leaſt their bloud Prov. 2.r ; 
required at yourhands allo, & lealt 

God:turne his cares from:you.Samwel 

ſpake vnto Saulfearefull wordes:Be- *532-15.23 

cauſe thaw haſt caſt away'the wordes of 


the 


2.5am. 5.2 
Pialy vt, 


-  Ntrength, Your 
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the Lorde hath tharsftre caſh awaye 
thee from becing* 
of God a Paſtor , a Paſtor of Paſtors. 


When David was arnointed king in | 
Hracl,God fayde, Thouſhalt fredr: my | 
people Iſracl,you traſt feede, and that | 


is,to {ce tharal paſtors doe their duty. 
Theeye of the-maiſter hath. a =m”e 

graces eye'to 
through your Realme and ſee-that 
watchmen not; ſhalbewortha 
great number ofpreachers,. Theycall 
vnto you to-awake not only neghgenc 
paſtors, bur:alſo-to rake away other 
enormities; which haue followed in 
heapes vpon thoſe cuilles, pluralicies 
andnonreſfidentes. If Imghte haue 


time, think Iſhuld be able to proue | . 


that the greate:{warme og euils which 
reigne at this day, have flowed from 


thoſe founceines or rather ie gren 


Bur I will onely ke of the 
abuſes which b poile and- 
do hidethe egolpe, howe they _ 
enſued. Fi l All the difpenfations 
of non refidents haue- ef 
OO of bencfices:to gentlemen, 


- Youare ads | 


ooke | 
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layer wherein they have founde 


_. preachers can not: haue them, 
hath. opened. a. gappe:for!the | Hea- 
then asi Dayid faith, orelſe for cloked- 
chriſtians, nuchworſk then-heathen, 
whohaus entred into Chriſtes inheri- 


| taric& ſpoiled his holyxemple;8 rob- 


| pa Such ſeerne £o-makes 


compoliyonwith oun, greate. enimy 
pataniTheidleand idols. paltor fay- 
ing 3::R4Wthi dinjtias;eatera tolle 1564. 
Gaze t0:me woke, takg: the :reft to thy 
ſhare: whoweSatananſwercih: Si mi- 
hu; der dnintiany {16 cape digaties t If tho. 
welt herray thre the: fonkrny takg. riches 
foi thy pantAy other gapthath bene 0+ 
pecicd:, for that the -legyneth have noe 
donethcirdueties, n6:more. ticn the 
valeained 1i hereby Glaiſtes,, vines 
yarde hath bene wacenly!(peiled 3 Pa- 
- 07 pn oy duce 

7s ANENNIAEE. 45: [Kq,put-1n 
afles,as mens! DheByſhopswere ne- 
ver dojdiberall; in making:of lewde 
pricftesgbur-they arc/as liberabin may 


32712 | king 


qe bepepemal farmers, Which) 50'Þ 
t 


Gerlon. 


20 
kin lewevicars.I dare fay;ifſuches 
monſter as Derne! Gatheret the idole 


. ... of Wales brenrin Smithfielde:coulde 


haus bene-well conuczedits) come'& 
{ct his handro/abil to levthe'patrone 
take y o——_ of the protites,he 
might haue” had'abenefice .7 There is 
never any queſtion how he aitroccu- 

py himſelfinGods bubneſle;) tohn 
Gerſon/a learned - man-14 hjs: time 
witnefleth.p that” whoſoeues'in- that 
time wasqdmited' Toa betidfice ins 
France,muſtanſwereto'theſ@queſtiu 
ons.Scis atrummTue te/tame am hnrows 
ef thoatht'ol te/lament aa be urws, 
andthe1 ewas\putbucke bur 


- with theto aienic ſkies nor-f he 


neueropenedriie efgragchrthe 
meter fot their wires is hotable 
eos axainizbeirabuſaiblac wit 

th6to flee einrheir fnne; And 
wil volrkoQtab prope erousindge- 
ment they? eiFor all w aherts offices 
they ſearch imicetc and E6HUchient nie; 
only chriftenſoulesſs dearty.boughs 
are conmitred without Kav me 
riot t wonhy" to koope ſlicophe Your 
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grace hath'ſent forth ſaruriers;as moſt 
needefalb it was;to ſee there ſhoulde 
benp deceipt in/paimente of penſi« 
ons82 other offices abrode.Would:to 
God you wouldalſo:ſendefortSurs 
ueyors| toilee how benefices are be» 
ſtowed: &rvſed:how Chriſt & his goſ+ 
+1 5 SORE diſhonored;'to the 
great:deraye of your-rralkne-& com+ 
mon: ſts: Yar fhoulde:finde. 3 
fmal namber of patroyes;hat —_— 
rightly:.cheir. luuyges, leckinge'Gods 
gloticcant;thathioworke md bufines 
mayebe rightly applied; eahdarSund 
ny-or feckingthen/owneprofite For 
firftonyazialmoſt yenetaih;oo'reſerue 
| chefermingivhintſelf=8rrhus friend, 
| and co appointc-the rear kr /his:owhe 
| pleafuret But woorferrfien albthis{k 

tmamber neier firmerhen arat, 
rkeeperhem ab their owne lands 


| curarywapes,nineor ter) pounds; Eur 

a5 leroboarm made priefiyptt hisowne 

| forchis'hill/alcers to '(atrifice to bis 

caliegrhar the'pricfts:ſhould not goc 

to'ketulatom, Theſe Icroboamsiwill 
LOL 


Neuer 


andligiucfomethree:halfpeny:Pricit a - 


#44> 44 


1.Kin.13.33- 
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heuer ſerthe peopleaſcendtoTemfaaſl 
lemto finde Chrit1nthe F .of 
his word. They began firft with per! 
ſondges, &ſcemed'to-hauc-fome tonſ* 
ſciences towardes vicatages, butho 
their heartes be {6 hardened;allas frfiv(© 
that cometh:to the net. Gentleme are C 
perſons'&rvicars)both, nothingeatd o/! 
ſcape them:Therebe-vicarages:abourſ* 
Londonkduing athouſant#!proplefo#” 
—_ it:may apperenuiatin© 
donofurtherot,/Your grace way ifrhde 
alſo where. gendiemet!:kdepteran>theiy 


d$andes ls tHafgo.or 50.pounds, 8 
Ws Tr P19 C 


Array won thigg the;gaofind®: 
of the behefice twith;theiprenanst}toÞ} 
tbeinterit,ifirbe called for; the terianc F< 
Jhalllofe t$tnenthey ..15 nonithisa tf 
godly Patrone?! It thall. ;abfo, 

I could namethe'place where 2JiitingP! 

Croſtwaite ofa hundreth markes by yete, :rif>IHay [© 

& Cheſ- not poundes,hath bene loldefarmany} 

-1,07, yeares,l ſuppoſean'too. fauc one}, &f® 
ſa continiterÞſti LO good Said Amp 
broſeatf thou hadit bene Byfnopatier, 
thou: wouldeſt neuet a 
;oit uch!- 


Si 33: 

1faaffuch Woluesto deuour the flocke. It 
, offinay well be calledradeuouringe, for 
erdthisliuingina godly learned paſtors 
on«/bande-, mighte haue refreſhed fiue 
hundred inayeare with bodily foode, 
Iy{& all the whole country aboute with 
ars/Gods word:whichas.I perceiue in xx 
i e«/Miles compaſlc hath viineth one man 
ug topreach:atid yet noplacein Englad 
: fa More nicedetfull ; For boyes and girles 
rig Of xii1i.or xv.yeares olde cannot fay y 
de Lordes-prayer . Shall ſucheiniury to 

iy Chriſt & his golpel be ſuffred ina chri 
8 tian realm?That one enormitie crieth 
-5efor yengancetilit be redrefſed. Whar 
indftal I fpeake?Your noble men reward 
;to their ſcruants with liuings appointed 
ine forthe goſpell . Certcinly Imeruaile 
i;a that God Holdeth his hand, thathe de- 
fo,Jtroyerh not ſuch with Nadab & Abi- 
oy MU Letthem'notabuſe Gods patiecez 
ay forifthey ——— ente, 6” 
nypeltow the livings berter,bo | anaſtct 
& 10d mani ſhall bucye in hell fire. Iam 
ax-fotableto irchearſe., nor yet any man 
er, Frioweth aly abuſes which the Simo- 
odfiiakes,' ambitious'and idole paſtors 
ch! C. haue 


AR.$.38., 


_—_ 
haue braught vnto yourzealine.. By 
whoſe emtexample raucnous wolues 
painted Chriſtians, hypocrites hauc 


entered & defiled the farituary; ſpoi-| 


ted Chrilt & his goſpel;to the deſtru- 


ion of his flocke. How greatenimies, | 


they be ro Chriſte , by keeping away 


his gofpel,it ſhallappearegit ye conſi«| 
der what ſuperſtition and blindneſle} 


remaineth till among the people,ons| 
ly through lacke of fatthful prechers:] | 
I paſſc ouer much infidelitie, [dolatrie,] 


ſorceriezcharming, witchcrafts, coniu 
ring, truſting in Cantoih ſuche 0 
ther trumpery,which lurke.in corners 
& began of late to come abrode onel 
for lacke of preaching , Come to the 
miniſtrati6 of the Sacramets ſet fc 
nowe by common authority after the 
firſt inſticution, they thinke-baptiſme 
is not effectuall;, becauſe it wanteth 
mans traditions: They are not taughte 
howthe Apoſtles baptized., Agreate 
number thinke ita greate offence tc 
take the Sacrament of Chriſtes body 
in theirhands,that haueno cotſcienct 
to 'receiue it- with: ::blaſphemor 


mouu 


mouthes, with malicious hearres full 
of all vacleannes. Theſe.corne to it by 
threes ot cuſtome, withoutany ſpiriru- 
all hunger,& know notthe end wher- 
forc it was inſtitured , They cometo 
the church to feede their eyes and not 
their ſoules,they arenot taizght , that 


no viſible. thing is to be worſhipped. Auguliins 


And for bicaule. they ſee not in the 
church the ſhining pompe and. plea- 
ſante. yarietie (as they Couale it) of 


| painted clothes,candlefhickes, Images, 


altars,lampes,tapers,they ſay ſo good 
to.g0 into.a Barne, nothing elteeming 
Chalk which ſpeaketh to them in his 
holy worde , neither: his holy Sacra- 
mentreduced to the firſt inftitutio. To 


| beſhort, the people are noweeuen as 
| the Iewes were at Chriſtes comming, 
| altogether occupicd in cxternall holi- 


nelie & culture , without any feeling 


| oftruc holineſſcor of y true worſhip 
| of God in {pirit & trueth, without theoks, 4, 244 
J which all other is mecre hypoctific. 


Many thouſandes knoweth not whar 
this mcancth, but ſecke Chriſte ſtil} a» 
tnong their kindred, in mis inyentis, 
40 Ci, when 


My 
Mat.15-3:9 when they cn neucr finde him; As the 
Jewes preferred mans traditions be- 
fore Godscomandementes, cuen ſois 
it now. Men think it a greater offence 
ro breake afaſting day,or worke vypon 
a ſaints day, th&toabſteine from pto- 
fitable labour and turne it to Bacchus 
feaſtes, exerciſing more vngodhneſle 
thatday thenall the weeke, diſpiſing 
or ſone weary of Gods word. All this 
with much more commeth through 
lack of preaching, as expericce trieth 
where godly paſtors be.It cinormuch 
be merueled;ifthe fimple & ignorant 
people, by ſome wicked heades and 
firebrandes ofHell,be fomietrmes ſe+ 
duced to rebell againſt their Prince 
& lawfull magiſtrates,ſecing they arc 
neuer taughte to knowe their obedi- 
ence & duety to their king , and ſoues 
taigne, ſo ſtraightly commaunded in 
Gods lawe . Butt there hanpeth ouer 
vs a great cuil}, if your grace doe nor 
helpeitin time, The diuel goeth about 
by theſe Cormorantes that detour the 
litinges appointed forthe Goſpell,to. 
make a 6 relle and Bulywarke',' to 
| keeps 
BEES 
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keepelcarned paſtors, fratuthe flocks 
that is,ſo to decay learning;that there 
ſhall be none learned: to commit the. 
flocke voto. For by reaſon buinges 
appointed for the minaſtexie , forche 
moſt part,are either. robbed of the bel 
parte, or cleane taken away; almolle 
none hath any zeale;ox:deuotion. th 
ut_ their children to ſchole,, but t9 
arne to write, to make.them-prenti> 
ſes,orel{e-co haue-the lawyers. Looke 
yponthe two welles of this Realme, 
Oxforde and Cambridgezthey are a+ 
molt dried vp. The cruell Philiftines 
abrode, enemies to: Chriltey gatpell; 
haue ſtopped vp the ſpringes of faith» 
ful Abraham. The decay of ſtudentes 
is ſo great, there are ſcarſe left of cuery 
thouſand,an hundred , If they decay 
ſo faſt inſeuen years more, there ſhal» 
be almoſt none at al;and then may the * 
Diuel make @ triumph;This matter rey 
quireth ſpeedy redreſſe,the milerie of 
yourpeople ;'cry vppon-you noble 
Pringe;& Chriſt forhis- flocke cryetti 
to you his annointed, to.defende his 
lambes fromtheſe raucnous wolues, 
bac " Cit that 
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that rob & ſpoilchis vincyard. Whoſe 
malicious ehdeuour,it your grace! doe 
not ſpeedily reſiſt,there is entring in- 
I an more blinde ignorance, 
ſuperſtition and infidelitie, then euer 
was vnder the Romiſh Byſhop. Your 
Realme (which Iam forie Sk ) 
ſhall 'become more barbarous then 
Scithia: whiche leaſfte God almighty 
hy to'your graces chardge, for ſuffe- 
ring the ſworde giuento you for the 
maintenance of the goſpel) roly rut- 
ting in the ſheath ; beſtirre nowe 
your ſelfe in your heauenly fathers bu 
fines: With finde all theſe'cormo« 
rantes by godly lawes , whiche rob 
Chriſtes goſpel & treade it downe, 
They eate vp Gods people' as it were 
bread,Your grace ſhall haue more true 
renowne & glorie before God, to de- 
fende Chriſtes goſpel againſte them, 
then to conquere' all. Aphrica,' You 
ſhal doe God more ſeruice, to refiſte 
this tyranny ofthe divell & his mem- 
bers,then to yariquiſh the great Turk, 


- Cutfirſt away the occaſions of abrhis 
_miſchicfe,difpenſationsfor ne 
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and totquots,fornon reſidents, ſuffer. 
no longer the-tythes 'of the furtheſt 
parts of England to be duc to be paid 
atPaulesfor.Cauſe cuery paſtor,as his 
living wil extend to Xeep hoſpitality 
him ſelfe;:Butmany thinkes them ſel 
ues excuſed, fora yeare or two , by 
cauſe their liuings are raket-away the 
firſt yeare?- which vndoubtedly doett; 
notexcufe them for their: preſence, 1 
had rather begge; orborrowe of my 
friends to/helpe me to meat & cloth, 
thenfuffer the divell tohauc ſuch li- 
bertie one yearc.Itis no ſinal rumber 
of ſoules that may perifhe, by one 


yearesabſence , Moſes was from the Exod.z 2... 


people but forty dayes, and theytell 
to idolatris; Howbeit;foras much- as 
the Scripture doth allowe the miniſter 
2 living the firſt yeare alſo: He that ſere 


weth the Ahar, let him line of the Altar: *©r-9-1e 


and apaine Thon ſhalt not mpſle the Oxe 
that treadeth out the corne':-I doe not 
doubte butafter your grace}, with the 
aduice of your honorable counſell, 
haue confidered;howe- muche it my 
fettorth Gods gloric,how many ſouls 
C.ili, may 
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may, be delivered from the clawes;of 
the diucll,by ſending paſtors totheir 


' luinges,the firſt moneth, & ſuffering 


3.Kin.2 3.8. 


them to haue no cloak ofabfſence, you: 
willſoonereftore the firſte, yeares li- 
ung, whiche in my conſcicnce was 
wrongfully taken away atthe firlt , ag 
I ſup LY the Biſhop.af Rome.Bur 
Idowbt noty ifall were well redrefled 
to this,that this alſo ſhould ſoone bee 
amended, Whetrfore hereI wil defire 
god,to aſſiſt your grace in.the aduance 
mente of his Golpellas ich like vata 
Jofias you haue helped to-bring to 
hghte,where it lay hid . Burt, yet, it is 
not heard of all your people;a thoulid 
pulpers in Englandare couered with 
duſt,ſome haue not had four. ſermong 
theſe xv.or xvi, years,fince Friers left 
their limitations , and afewe'of thoſe 


were wotthie [the name. of ſermons, 


Nowe therefore.thatyoutrglorie, maie 
be perfite ,: all mens ie. ory is, 
thatwhatſocner anie flatterers or ent 
mies to Geds word {houldelabourtg 
the contrarie ,- for their; g9wne Jucre, 

# | TLNAES 0 11.,yAur 
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your grace will take away al ſuch lets. 
and abuſes as hinder the ſetting forth 
of Gods moſte holy worde : and to 
withſtand all ſuch robbers, as ſpoile 
his ſanuary:trauiling to ſend paſtors 
home to their flocke,to feede Chriltes 
Lambes & ſheep, that al may be occu- 
pied in the father of Heaucn his buſt- 
neſle, And for this your trauaile ,as 
Saint Peter ſaith, #hen the Prince of all 


Paſtors ſhall y;tonk , you ſhall recemte an 554 
y 


gncorruptible ( rowne of glorie, 


And thus farre concerning the Ec- 
clefiaſticall miniſteric, 


But now to come to the ciuill 80+ The ſecond 
uernance,firſt,to allof the nobilitic;: part,of civil 
magiſtrates & officers, al theſe muſt ar S*Uuon® - 


al times remeber, They muſt be neg hs 
Th Yi 


an their heauenty fathers buſmeſſe, 
hauereccjuedall thirnobilitie, power, 
dominion, authority, and' offices of 
God,which are cxcellent and heroical 
font if they be occupied in Gods 
uſineſle, ic ſhal redownd to his glory 
and the-wealth of his people : Bur if 
they fal from his bufineffe,and follow 
their owne wil,or rather the wil of Sa+ 


tan, 


Rom. 2+20 
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Tohn,r3.31- tan prince of darkeneſle and father of 
ge ; al the children of darkeneſle, then ſhab 


all theſe glorious titles turne them ro 
names of confuſion . For falling ynto 
yngodlines & framing them ſelues ro 
the ſhape and faſhion of this: worlde, 
nobilitie is turned into vile flauerie & 
bondage of finne, power and dominis. 
areturned into tyrannye, authority is 
become a ſryoorde of miſchiefe in a 


" madde mans hand,al maieſty & honor 


is turned to myſerie, ſhame & confu- 
fhon;And cuer the higher thatmen be: 
while they ſerue finne, more notabls 
15 their vice, and more peſtiferous to 
infeRas a cancarre,by cuil examples: 
becauſe all mens eyes are bente to be- 
hold their doinges , Exery fawlt of the 
winde is ſo much more enident, 4s the paie 
ty ts more notable , who hath it . For the 
worthier the perſon is whiche- offen- . 
deth,the more his offence is noted of 
others. Sceing that vertuein allwhom 
God hath exalted is the mainteiner of 
their dignitie, without the which the 

fall fromrit : it ſhalbe moſte needefull 
for them to embrace yertue, & chiefly 
humility, 
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humihtie,whiche is the keeper ofall 
vertues, which may'put them cuer in 
remembrance,trom whence power is 
iuen them,for what end,who is aboue 
them, a iudge, an examiner ofall their 
doings,who cannot bee deceiued. But 
as dignitie goeth nowe adaies,climbe 
who may climbe moſt hrgheſt , cue 
man exalteth him ſelfe , and-tarriet 
not thecallitig'of God,humilitic is ta- 
ken for no keeper, but foran vtter eni- 
my vnto tjobilitie. AsT heard of a wic- 
ked climber & exalter of bim ſelf, who 
hearingthe ſentence of Chriſte inthe 


Goſpel, He that humbleth him ſelfe ſhal Lik. 14.11, 


be exalted:He moſte blaſphemouſly a- 
ainſte Gods holy woorde faide, 
ure it was not true,for if I,faid he,had 


not put forth nor aduanced my felfe, © 


but followed 'this rule, Thad neuer 
come to this: dignity.For which blaſ- 
hemie,thevengeance of God ſmote 
lim with ſouden death . I feare meea 
great niiber are in England this day , 
which though in wordes they den 
not this ſentece of Chriſt, yet vin, 
ly they can ſcarſc diſgeſte it, elſe cer- 


tein« 


teinly they would never ſecke: foams" 


- bitiouſly zo, aduance them ſelues , ta 


S.Bernard* 


Ihon.10.1. 


Efai-1.13. 


climbe by their owne might /yncal-- 
led,neuer ſecking the publiqueweale, 
but rather the deſtruction thereof, for 
their priuate wealth and lucre; which 
cauſerh ys to hauc ſo many eujl magi1 
ſtrates pg me wale that men ga- 
ther goods yniu olling,pillin 
vluric, extor{ion _ ar _ 
therewith ſceke to climbe with bribes 
& bying of offices, it is {carſe poſſible 
of ſuch to haue wholſozyemagiltrats. 
S. Bernard {aid , Of a bitter yoote com- 
merh'a bitter fruite.They.enterin at the 
windowe(which is vſedaſwel in ciuil 
goucrnemente. as Eccleſiaſtical) and 
therefore may Chriſtes wordes well 
be verified; He that entreth not mat the 
dore ento the ſhgepefolde, but climberh vp 


ſome other way,the ſame ts atheefe and 4 


robber, And Efaias complainte againſt 
Icrufalemtaketh place among vs, Thy 
princes #1e wicked &: copanions of theefs, 


they louegifts altogether and gape for re» 


wardes - 45 for: the fatherleſſe they helpe 


" wot bin co hieright , neither will they let 


; the 
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the widdowes cauſe come before then. 
They wil not knowetheir office to be 
ordeined of God, for the wealth and 
defence of al innocentes, for the aide 
of all that be'in miſerie:' the time is 
come that Solomon ſpeaketh of, he 
the wichtd mian beare rule,the people ſhal 
mourne; When had euer the people 
ſuch caulſeto triourne as nowe, when 
the greateſt number of all magiſtrates 
are occupied inthcir owne bufineſle, 
ſeekins rather the miſerie of the peo- 
pleithents take it away : rather to op-= 
mrs thenrthE to defend themgtheir 

ands beready to recciue their monie, 
corob and'ſpoile them, bur their eares 
areſhnt from hearing their coplaintes, 
they-are blmde to behold their calamis 
ties.Looke in all cuntries how lady A- 
uarice hath ſet a woorke altogether 
mightie men;#>entlemen and all riche 
men to rfobbe and ſpoile the poore,to 
turtte them'from their liumgs,and fr6 
their right,#nd euer the weakeſt goe 
to the walles, And being thus tormen- 
ted and put fromtheir rigfitat home, 
they come toLondona great number, 
w- | ag 


2,Pro.2s. 


Rſai.r.2 3. 


Pro.ze.13. 


sKing, 3.16 


2.Kin.s. ;. 
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a5 to a place where iuſtice ſhoulde be 
had,& ther they can haue none. They 
arc ſuters40 greate men , and can not 
come ty their-ſpeeche, theit {eruantes 
mult baue. bribes; and that.no fmall 
bribes: eA/loxe bribes . But as iuche as 
be ſo dangerous to heare the pore, let 
them take heede leaſt God make it 
as ſtrange to them when they ſhal cal: 
tor as Solomon aith,Y#ho ſo domerd ay 
eare atthi crying of the pore , be ſhall cry 
+ not be heard, We finde that pore me 
mighte. come to complain, of their 
wronges tothe Kinges 'owne perſon, 
King Ioram, alchough he was one of 
the ſonnesof Achab ,no good king, 
yet he heard the pore widowes caule 
and cauſed her to haug right; ſuch was 
the vie then;I would to God thar all 
noble men would diligently note that 
chapter,and followe the cxample.It 
ſhoulde not then bee ſo harde for the 
poore to haue ſucceſle to the, nor co» 
mingto' their preſence, they ſhoulde 
not be made ſo aftonied & cut ſpeech- 
leſſe with terrible lookes,but ſhoulde 
mercifully & louiagly be hard Befue: 

co 


ure 
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eoured gladly for Chriſtes loue,conft- 
dering weare the members of his bo- 
die,cuen as my hande woulde be glad 
to helpe my foot, when it is annoyed. 
O with what glad hearts & cleare c0- 
ſciences might noble men go to reſt, 
when they had beſtowed the whole 
day in hearing Chriſte himſelfe com- 
plain in his members & redrefling his 
wrogs.But alas for lacke hereof poore 
pcopleare driuento ſecke their right 
among the lawyers: And there as the 


prophet Ioel faith, Looke what y Ca- 1,41. 4. 


terpillers had left in their robbery & 
opprefſion at home , all that doth the 
greedic Locuſtes,the lawyers,deuour 
at London , They laugh with y mo- 
nie which maketh others to weepe, 
& thus are the poorerobbed on cue- 
rie ſide:withour redreſle, and that of 
ſuch as ſeeme to haue authoritie ther- 
to, When Chriſte ſuffered his paſſion 


there was one Barrabas, S. Mathewe Mat.7.16, 


calleth. him a notable thee, a getlema 
theef,{ach as rob now a dates inveluert 
coates;and other two obſcure thecues 
and, nothing famous ,} the ruſticall 

Fo theeues 
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theeues were hanged and Barraba? 
was deliuered: Euenſo nowe a dayes 
lictle theeues are hanged that fteale 
of neceflitie;but the great Barrabal- 
ſes haue free liberty to'rob & to ſpoil 
withoutal meaſure in the middelt of 
the citie. Me poore pyrate ſaid to A- 
lexander, we rob buta few in aſhip, 
but thou robbeſt whole cuntries and 
kingdomes. Alas filly pore m&bers of 
'Chriſt, how you be ſhorn,oppreſled, 
pulled, haled to & fro on euery fide, 
who can fiot but lamec,if his heart be 
-Not of flint?There be a number euery 
terme, & many continually, which la- 
merably complain for lack of Tuſtice, 
burall in vaihe. They fpende y which 
they had left, and many times more, 
whoſe il fiiccefſe here cauſeth thou- 
ſandes totarry at home beggers and 
leeſe theirright,& ſo it were better, 
the here to {el their coats:for this we 
'* "ee, be y pore mis cauſe neuer{o ma- 
nife(t a truth,y rich ſhal for monyfind 
6:or 7. countellers ſhall fande with 
ſubtelcies and ſophiſmes ro doak an 
'ewill matter & hide aknoyne ttueth. 
A 
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A pitteous caſc in a chriſtian comms 
wealth. Alas that euer manifeſt fall. 
hood ſhould be mainteined, where y 
God of trueth ought to be honored. 
Bur let them alone,they are occupied 
in their fathers buſines,cuen y 

of darknefle. Yon are of your father the 
amel:Yet T cannot fo leaue the, I muſt 


y prince Iohn. 8.4 4- 


needescry on Gods behalfe,to his pa . 


tr6s of Iuttice,to you moſt redoubted 
prince, who God hath made his mini- 
ſter for their defence : with all thoſe 
who god hath placed inauthoritie yn- 
deryou. Looke ypon their miſery,for 
this isour heautly fathers buſineſle to 
ho apointed by his holy word;When 

come among the peopie,] call ypon 
them,as my duety is,for {eruice, duty 
and obedience vnto theirprince,to all 
magi(trates,to their Lordes,and to al 
that be put in authoritie ouer them I 
let them heare their owne faultes.But 
inthis place my duty is & my conlci- 
ence yppon Gods word bindeth me; 
ſecing them ſo mileraby , fo wrong- 
fully , fo cruelly intreated on euery 
fide,in Gods behalfe to pleade their 


D, cauſc; 


Rom.! 344: 


FO 
cauſe,not by forme of mans lawe, but 
by Gods word,as an interceſſor . For | 
as they are debters vnto you & other 
magultrates of loue,fear, ſeruice,8& 0- 
bediece ynder God: So are you again 
debters vnto the of loue,protectis, of 
Iuſtice 8& equitie, mercy & pitie . If 

ou denie the theſe, they muſt ſuffer, 
bh god ſhal reuenge the. He ſlandeth 
(faich Dauid)#: the cogregatid of Goal, 
(+ 4s indge among gods, Take heede all 
you y be counted as Goddes , Gods 
miniſters yppen earth, you haue one 
God judge ouer you , which as hein 
y ſame Pſalme ſharply rebuketh vn- 
godly rulers for accepting of perſons | 
of the vngodly : ſo he telleth faithfull 
chriſtii magiltrats,their true duties & 
bufinefle in plaine words, Defend the 
pore & needy, ſee that ſuch as be in ne- 
ceſſitie haue right, deliuer the outcaſt & 
pore, ſane the fro the hands of the vngad- 
ty.Heare haue all noble men & chris 
ſtian magiſtrates moltliuely ſet forth 
to them their heauenly fathers buſt- 
nefle, wherein he woulde haue them 


continually occupicd: woulde to God 
the 


Pſal.$3.1-. 


A 
— 


__ 
the whole Pfalm were grauen in thetr 
hartes. Truely for lacke that this bu- 
fineſle i3 not applicd, but the pore de- 
Ipiſed in all places,ir hath ginen ſuch 
boldneſle to couctous cormorantes 
abrode,that now their robberies , ex- 
tortion & open oppreflion,hath no 
end hor limits, no banks can keepe in 
their violence, As for turning poore 
inen out of their holdes, they take for 
no offence, but ſaic Their lande ts their 
#wne, ard forget altogether that the 
earth ts the Gil the fulneſſe thereof. 
They tutne them out of their ſhtouds 
25 thicke as mice. Thouſandesin En- 
| gland through ſuch begge nowe from 
dore to dore, which hauc kept honeſt 
houſes, Theſe crie daily to God for| 
vengeance, both againſt the great 
'Nemrothes workes thereof, and their Gen. 10.8.9. 
mainteners.There be ſo matly mighty 
Nemrothes in England, mi ohie hun- 
ters,that hunt for poſſciſtons & Lord- 
ſhups,that pore men are daily hunted 
out of their liuings:there is no couert 
nor denne can keep them ſafe. Thele 
| Nemrothes haue ſuch quick ſmelling 

mo PD. ii. hounds, 


Pſal. 24,15 
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houndes,they canlye at London and 


turne men out of their farms and ten- 1 


nements, 2a hundred,ſome 200, miles 
Rn21:5* of. O Lord,when wicked Achab hun- 
ecd after Nabothes vineyard,he could 

not (though he were a king) obtcine 

that pray,till curſed Ielabel (as womE 

many times haue ſhrewde wittes) til 

ſhe tooke the matter in hand:So hard 
athing it was inthoſle dayes to wring 

a man from his-fathers inheritaunce , 
which now a meane man will take in 
hande.And nowe our valiant Nemro- 

thes can compaſle the matter without 

the helpe of Ielabel,yet hatch England 

euen now as great a number of leſa- 

bels, which to mainteine their inrol- 
lerable pride,their golden heads, wil 

not ſticke to put too their wicked 
hands.O Lord what a number of ſuch 


oppreſſors worſe then Achab are in . 


Ame.2.s, England,which ſell the poore for a pare 
of ſhoes, of whome if God ſhoulde 

eKin,22.38 ſerue but 3.or 4.as he did Achab, to 
make the dogs lap the bloud of them, 

and their wiues & their polteritic, I 


thinke it would cauſe a great number | 


co 


| ourtime, Muſculus ypon Sainte Ma- 
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co beware of cxtorſion, to beware of 


+ dppreflion, & yet eſcaping temporall 


uniſhmeut, they are certein by Gods 
word,their bloud is reſerued tor hel- 
houndes, Cerberus and his companie: 
which they nothing feare. A pittifull 
caſe and great blindneſle,that hearing 
Gods word,man ſhoulde feare more 
temporal! puniſhmente, then euerla- 
ſting. Yer hath Englande had of late 
ſome terrible exiples of Gods wrath 
in foudeine and ſtraunge deathes of 


ſuch as ioyne feelde to feclde and Fia-5.% 


houſe to houle ,, Greate pittie they 
were not cronicled to the terror of 0- 
ther which feare neither god nor mi, 
ſohardenedin finne, that they ſecke 
not tokide it, but rather are ſuch as 
glorie intheir miſchefe: which maketh 
me oftentimes remember a writer in 


thews goſpel, which meruelled much 
at the ſubtile and manifold working of 
Satan, howe he after the expelling of 
ſuperſtition ' and hypocrifie, trauel- 
leth moſt buſllie to pong in open im- 
pictic. That wher as before, hipocrits, 
men 


Pſal, 52.1. 
Muſculus. 


Math.15.3, 


Marh.27.29 


s.Auguſtincs 
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men feared menand nat God,now a+ 

reatnumber,feare neigher God nor 
man'. The moſte wicked are counted 
molt manlijke, and innocencie is houl- 
den for beaſtlines : yet may weenot 
ſay hipocriſie 1s expelled, for as many 
of theſe Achabs as hgnifie they: fa- 
your Gods word by reading or hea- 
ringit,or with praicr honouring him 
(as Chriſte ſaith ) with eheir lppes, 
their heartes beeing farre from him , 
they are as deteſtable hypocrites as e- 
uer was couered in cowle or cloiſter, 
I cannat liken them better thento y 
Jewes,that ſay to Chriſte, haile king 
of y Iewes. What their painted friend 
ſhip is,and howe of Chriſt it is eſteg- 
med,S. Auguſtine ſerreth forth by an 
apt ſimilitude :Exer a«(laith he)s mran 
ſhuld come to embrace thee,to biſſe & bas 
nour thee vupward,ch beneath with apai- 
er of ſhoes beaten full of nailes tread vpon 
thy bare foote , the heade_ ſpall deſpiſe 
the hoxonr, done vnto ut ', and for the 


foote that  ſmarteth , ſay, why trea-. 


deſt thou vppoy mee? So when fained 
Goſpellers benour Chriſte our heade , 
| OO ſnug 


f5 

| feting in heanen and oppreſſeth h& 
' anembers in earthe , the heade ſhall 
ſpeake for the feete that ſmarte , and 
ſay, hy treadeſt thou on me? Paule had 
azcale towards God, but he did tread 
ypon Chriſtes feete on earth, for who 
the head cried forth of heauen, Saul, 
Sanul,why perſecuteſt thou me? Although 459-4 
Chriſt ftteth at the right hande of his 
father,yet heth hein carth,be hunge- 
reth in carth, he ſuffereth al calamities 
here on earth, he is many times euull 
intreated here on earth, Wold to god 
we could beare away this briete and 
ſhorte leſſon, that what we doe to his yw.a5.46 
members ypon earth we do to him:it 
would bring men from oppreſſion, to 
ſhew mercy, without whiche no man jcam,s.138 
can obteine mercie, If they would re- 
member how the rich gluttrone was Luk,t6. 23. 
damnedin hel, not as we read for any 
violence, but fornot ſhewing merci, 
they might ſoone gather howe ſharpe 
judgemet remaineth for them, which 
arenot only ynmerciful, but alſo yio- 
lently adde thereunto oppreſſi6:wha 


are ſo farre from mercie?a great num- 
Diiiij. ber, 
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ber. Their hearts will ſerue them to 
deſtroye whole townes, they woulde 
wiſh al y people defiroicd to haue al 
the field brought to a ſhepe paſture. 
O cruel mercie:it is like to the mercy 
of a biſhop of Magiice in Germany, 
named Hatto, which as the cronicles 
mention 500.yeares agoe in time of a 
great dearth,called al the poore peo- 
ple in al y whole country intoa great 
barne, pretending to make a greate 
dole,but hauing them ſurc inoughe, 
he fired the barne and bent themall 
vp,laying,theſe be the mice whiche de 
«our vp the Corne. This was a pollicie 
to make bread better cheape, but for 
this ynmercifull mercie , God made 
him an-example for all vnmercifull 
men,to the worldes end. For a multi- 
tude of Rattes came & deuoured him 
in ſuch terrible ſorte , that where his 
name was written in windows, wals, 
or hanginges,they neuer ceaſed till it 
were raſed out. Some peraduenture 
ſhrinke to heare ſuch crueltie ,& the 
terrible vengeance that enſued . But 
goubrlefle there is almoſte daily, as 

, - great 
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reat cruelty practiſed amoneſt ys,b 
| ich bloudfircour as being infected | 
with the great dropſic of Auarice, 
alway drinking & euer a thirſt,by fa- 
mithinge poore people,drinkinge vp 
their bloud,& with long continuance 
therin torment the mote greeuoully, 
then he that brente them all in one 
' hower , Now ſceing as I faid this cru- 

_ elty,robberic,and extorfion groweth 
daily to ſuch intollerable excefle,and 
ouerfloweth this Realm, becaule it is 
not puniſhed nor reſtrained,it is high 
time for all thoſe magiſtrates that fear 
God,not onely to abfteine from this 
euil themſelues, but to reſiſt ir alſo. It 

| is God his buſines,he hath commaun- 
ded it,and will ſtraightly require it. ' 
Would to God all noble men would 
beware by the example of Saule, he r.5am.15.3, 
had a commandement to apply Gods 
bufineſſc : Go and ſmite Amelecke and 
haue no compaſſion on them e+e , He left 
his bufinefle yndone, ſpared Ameleck 
and the faireſt of the beaſtes , but for 
this negligence he receiued of Samu- 
ella ſorrowfull meſſage from God: * 
| D.y. Be- 
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Becanſe thou haſt caft away the worde of 
the Lord,he hath caſt thee off alſa fro be« 
#ng King ,Euen {oin cuery chriftii c6- 
ms wealth,god bath comanded rulers 
to deſtroy Amelecke,al extorſion,op+ 

reflion and robberie, to defende the 
ncedie & all innocentes.It they looke 
not to this bufines,but ſuffer Ameleck 
to liue,not only to live but to grow in 
might, ſo truly az God liueth he ſhal 
call them of,they ſhal not be his ma- 
giſtrates.Bur let it once bee knowne 
that not onely our moſte noble king 
(wholſc godly example is a Lanterne 
toall other)but that alſo al his nobles 
aboute him haue wholy bente them- 
ſclues in his buſinefle, to withſtand al 
violence,and to oppreſle all opprefſ1- 
on,for defence of Gods people , that 
the wicked Achabs, mighte-knowe 
that God had in — ky gn great nit= 
ber of Paſtors,Patroncs , feeders and 
cheriſhers of his people:it ſhould doe 
that which the feare of God cannart 
do:that is , ſtop-the great rage of vio- 
lJence,opprefſion & excorſfion, which 


taken away,would pluck from miany 
their 


F9 
their yanitic in ſuperfluons and mon» 

ftrous apparel] , in ſumptuous buil- |, 
ding,fuche as ſecke to bring paradiſe 
into carth,being the greateſt cauſes 
of all oppreſſion and ſpoiling of pore 
people,which moſte vaine yanities & 
blinde affetions neuer reigned ſo 
muchin all eſtates in England , as at 
this daie . It was a notable ſaying of 


Charles the fifte Emperour of that Charles the 


name to the Duke of Venice, when 
he had ſeene his princely Palace, a 
Paradiſe vpon earth. When the Duke 
loked y he ſhould have prailcd it ex- 
ceedingly,Charles gaue it nane other 
commendation but this. Hee ſunt que 

aciunt inuitor mori : theſe earthly vani- 
ties({aid he)are they which make vs loth 
ro aze, A truer lentence could not well 
bee ſpoken by any man, I woulde 
wiſh we ſhould looke in all our buil- 
dings . When the beautie thereof ſo 
increaſeth that it would greeue ys to 
depart fromit,& to pluck down that 
piece TS and to remember withal 
the holic Patriarkes & with S , Paule 


that wee haue nothere a continuing ye.13.14. 


citic 


Gen.r1.7, 
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citic but we ſecke one to come. But 
truely me thinke now in England for 
our vaine dclighte in curiouſe buil- 
dinges, God hath plagued vs as hee 
did the builders of Babel,not with the 
confuſion of tongues , but with the 
confuſion of wits,our fancies can ne- 
ucr be pleaſed, plucke downe and ſet 
vp, and when it contenteth vs not, 
downe with it again. Our mindes are 
neuer contented, nor neuer ſhall bee 
while wee ſceke felicitie where itis 
not, Would God cucry one woulde 
conſider what a hel it ſhould be to all 
that vainely delightc herein, when 
death ſhall with great violence,pluck 
the from their carthly heauen. More- 
ouer , extorſion X fr away , ſhall 
ſtraight abate the vnmeaſurable ex- 
ceſſe in coſtly fare,whiche goeth be- 
yonde the yaine banquetting of Sar- 
danapalus or Eſopus, I dare not adde 
Cleopatra, which ſupped vp with a 
ſpoonefull of vinegrea perle valued ' 
to 50000 crownes. It wuld alſo abate 
the intollerable excefſe in apparel, 


which cauſeth ys to haue roþbers -n 
g Ve V 


G1 


yeluet coates, with S, Martins chains. 
Buc I muſt for lacke of time paſſe 
ouer theſe encrmities, which alone 
Iue mater inough for whole ſerm6s? 
leaue them for other whiche ſhall 
followe,more able to paint out ſuche 
monſters in their collours . And here 
;n concluſion I defire all noble men 
and godly Magiſtrates, deepely to 
ponder and reuolue in their Godlie 
memorie , what acceptable ſeruice 
they may doe,chieflie to God,and ſe - 
.condlic to the Kinges maicſtie, and 
his whole realme, in employing their 
whole {tudie, how to refit all ituch as 
ſpoile Chriſtes people, whome hee fo 
tenderly loucd,that he ſhed his bloud 
forthem. Vertue ioyned with nobility 
ſpreadeth her beames ouer a whole 
realm.And ſo your diligence in Gods 
bufines ſhall ſoone inflame all other 
to follow your example, that all may 
occupic them-ſelues in God the fa- 
thers buſines.But now that I have hi- 
therto charged the Eccleſiaſtical mi- 
niſters,and after the ciuii gonernours,,, | 


with al ritch and mightic men with part,ofthe 


CUILMUASs 
neglt- 
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fhegligence in God his buſines , mee 
think I do heare the inferior mebers 
rejoice and flatter them felues,as if all 
were takenftomthem, and they lefte 
Cleare inghe ſight of God.Bur if they 
conſider their eſtate by Gods worde, 
they ſhal finde ſmal cauſe to aduance 
themſclues. For Gods worde plainly 
telleth vs, both that euill and dumbe 
paſtors and wicked rulers and magi- 
ftrates,are ſent of God, as a plague & 
puniſhment for the finnes of the peo- 
ple.And therefore both Eſfaic & Oſce 
after moſt terrible threatnings of God 
his vengance for finne, bring inasa 
moſt gricuous plagne of al,that even 
the priefies, which ſhoulde call them 
from finne,ſhal become ſo euil as the 
people. Which plague Saint Bernard 
ſaide in his time was come with a va- 
tage, for becauſe the pricſtes were 
much worſe then the people. And A 
mos asa moſt gricuous puniſhment 
of all other, threatneth hunger, not 
of breade,but of nearing Gods word. 
And concerning the ciuill magj- 
ſtrates, it is plaine in Iob, that = 
\C 
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the ſinne of the people God raiſeth 
hypocrites to reigne ouer them, thar 
is to fay,ſuch as haue the bare names 
of governours and protectors , & are 
in deede deſtroiers, oppreſſors ofthe 
people,ſubuerters of law and equitie, 
And ſeeing it is ſo , ſo many as feele 
the gricfe and {marte of this plague, 
ought notto murmur againſt oe, 
but paticntly ſuffer , and be offended 
with their owne ſinnes , whiche haue 
' deſerued this ſcourge & much more: 
and ſtudic for amendment, that God 
= take it away.Forif they continu 
asthey do,to murmure againſte god 
& their rulers,as the Ifraclites did,to 
prouoke daily his anger by multt- 
plyinge fynnein his Gighte,with en- 
uie,malice,deceipt,backbiting,ſwea- 
ringe;fornication, & with vtter con- 
temprt of his worde, he ſhall for their 
245" 99 lo multiply the num- 

er of euill g&ouernours, yniult Iud- 


ves. luſtices,8 officers, that as it was Voyiſcus 


ſpoken by a ieſter in the Emperoute 
Claudius time, the images of good 
wagiltrates may all be grauen in one 
Ng 
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ting . God hath cauſe greatly to bee 
diſpleaſed with al eſtates, when cuery 
man ſhoulde looke yppon their owne 
faultes to ſeeke amendment, and as it 
is a prouerbe lately ſprong yp, no 
man amendeth him lelfe, but ever 
man ſeeketh to amend other, and all 
that while nothing 1s amended. Mighs 
tic men and gentlemen, they ſay, the 
commonaltie liue to wel at eaſe, they 

row eueric day to be gentlemen,and 
thts not themſeclues : their hornes 
'muſte be cur ſhorter, by raiſing their 
rentes & by fines,by plucking awaye 
their paſtures,and lo by many goodly 
pret&ces, Lady Auarice can whiſper in 
their eares. The mean men, they mur- 
mure and grudge,and fay the gentle- 
men haue all,and there were neuer {0 
many gentlemen and ſo little gentle- 
neſſe, And by their natural Logike ye 
ſhall heare them reaſon howe thele 
two Conwgata, theſe yoake fellowes, 
gentlemen and gentlenefle,ſhould be 
baniſhed fo farre aſunder : And they 
laye all the miſerie of this common 


wealth vppon the gentlemen their 
| ' ſhoulders. 
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Thoulders,But alas, good *Chriſtiahs, 


"this9$ tidr'F-way of antendment,Ss jn- Gal-5-1 5 


"aecerts mordetis & commeditts.If ye bite 
" and deviont one another; as Saint Pail 
"Citthitake ye heede leaſt ye be conſumed 
'oke of another, Hiſtories fiake'menti6 
of a people called Anthropop hag j, ea- 
ters of men, {hich al thefts A ab- 
'horre to hetbof: *And yet alas by Saint 
PaulesrulE,Englandeisfull of ſuche 
Anthropophagies Every rftaty entieth 
other; 'cncry matt bitet & gniwerh 
on” orher with yenemons- adders 
rongues farre more noiforme thenany 
ecc And whereon commethi t?Co- 
verouliictlFistheroore'6fM, Eucry 

man atcelith /&&pilletfi from other: 
tan Would: ſucke thebloud of 
othe: eiuety man' entrocheh yp6n 
jo on Juctouſn c hath*<tura- 
ewiiiges dF cfaritie”, and 

be Coo {ltto her ſefetiee 1s feder 
aa The Kath thefted:all the olde 
Fe batmad in Engl: &rmuch'bf the new: 
made y 7 ther ws heuer more 

a Eripland,;then atthis day: 

Par the dols are hid they" come 
| E. not 
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not abrode,, Alas, nobleprince , the 


+ Images of your aunceſters grauenin 


gold,& yours alſo, contraric to. your 
minde,are worſhipped as Goddes, 8 
all that while the pore liuely Images 


of Chriſt,periſh iny ſtreats, through 


hunger & cold. This commeth when 
couetouſnelle. hath baniſhed froma- 
moneſlt ys Chriſtian charizic, when 
like moſtvnthankfall children, wee 


haue forgatten Chriſte his, laſt will, 


when he {o gften before, his paſſion 
did inculcate,, loue; louc, love, loue 
onc.andther,And berein we-ſhew-our 
ſelyes woxle.then.any carnall ſonnes: 


Which be they neyer forage yet 
alway they remeber y laſt, words of - 


their Aut orar v6 eons may 


ſay, we are much worle then y.bruire 
beaſtes,of whame when we conſider, 
howe-wod nature, WL LEGR ed 
them to — vnjce;tapreleruc 
& helpe one; another, of them.owne 
kinde: it may:make vs vtterly. to bee 
aſhamed. The Hartes as S4inte Augy» 
ſtine writcth , ſwimming ouera paxy 
row ſca,jin acompany together, w ? 

muca Y} 
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much paine can beare yp their heads 
in the water:for the remedy wherof, 
every one layeth his head vppon the 
hinder pattof another, When the for 
molt: (having no ſtay ) is fore weary 
he:commeth behind, and thus eucry, 
one in his courſe,taketh painefor the 
wholeherde. If men induced with rea» 
fon. wouldIearne of theſe vnreafona- 
ble ctcatures, this leſlon to help one 
' another, as 'we arc commaunded by 


Saibt Paule/aying, Beare ye one ano- Gal.6.24 


thtri brixden, and ſo ſpall you fulfill the 


Lawef Chet, How ſoone then thould mee of 
chatitie;the band of perfetis, which Philip. 2. 4+ 


ſeekethobt her owne , but rather to 
profitedther,be ſa ſpread among all 
degrees,thar oure common wealth 
Gould flariſh, in al godlines.Bur alas 
wee ſeethat allgoeth contrary; For 
whiles:all 'men,as Saint Paule faith, 


fetks the: thinges that be their owne, & p11 .. a” 


tiet other mens, not the: thinges whiche 
_ td Chriſt: Philaxtia,chart is, 

lour, and louc of priuate com- 
moditie, hath baniſhed charitie, and 
loue to thecommon wealth, And if 


E.ij we 
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we ſhould ſceke the: caule & ground: 
of all theſe euilles, why God his buſt- 
nesislonegleted among all/eftates 
and degrees, I think it ſhould appear 
ro be ignorance of God'hisholy wil: 
For if Mary and Joſeph ſo'godly and 
deuoute a couple,ynderſtood-not for 
atime Chriſtes ſay1ng,#ift ye not that 
I muſt goe about my fathers baſineſſe ? as 
Saint Luke ſaith, they. vnderſtoode not 
thar ſazing: What meruell is it, if we 
living ſo carnally and' drowned:in 
worldly pleaſures and framed to the 
ſhape of this worlde,bee ignorancin 
our heauenly fathers buſineſſe? And 
therefore connot well-applic'them; 
Bur ſhall wee thinke thisxo bee very 
ſtrange?many apply notGod his bu- 
fineſl: nor his wil , which yet would 
diſdain to be counted ignorantthere 
in.But vndoubtedly, good chriſtians; 
it is an ynfallible veritie, that negli> 
gence in prmnm—_ God- his will, 
commeth of ignorance .'It is all one 
to know God,and his will , & Sainte 


xlhon.4.8, John faith plainely , He that loxeth 


z0t knoweth not God, For if he doe 
"06 Rs knows 
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know Godhe-cannot but loue him, 

- and loueisalwaics occupied in Gods _; :.. -- 
bulines,By this rule Saint Auguſtine Auguſtine, 
proucth,wee cannot keepe perfectly 

the firſt precept,to loue God fo well 

as.we ought to doe, while we arc in 

this mortalllife : For all our loue 
tommeth-of knowledge, butin this 

life,ox parre copnoſcimus,our knowledge 1:Cor.t1.g. 
& wnperfeft, And thus $. Auguſtines 

rule grounded vppon S ., Tohn is truc, 
thatiofarre as we knowe God, ſo far 

doe weeloue him , and ſo they that 

loue himnothing atall,they knowe 

him nothing atall.. Althoyghe they 

ſceme to haue neuer ſo mich windie 
knoweledge, puffing yp their ſto- 

macke with preſumption, as the A- - 
polile ſayeth, [cientia inflat knowledge * .Cor. Fx. 
maketha. man ſwell: So thatifa man 
haue ſtudiedthe ſcripture all his lyfe 
long, & learned the whole Bible by 
harte,and yet hane no loue, he js ig- 
. norant, of God his will. The poore 
man that.neuer opened booke,if the 
loue of god be ſhed abroadin his hart | 
by the holy ghaſte, he ouercommeth — . 
| E.ili. him 


1.Cor. 13. 2 o 


Pembus. 


P (al. 39.1. 
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him,in the knowledge of Gods will, 
The Godly Pembus of whore wes 
reade in the Eccleſiaſticall hiſtory, 
when he was firſt taught y firſt-yerſe 
of the Palme, 39. 1 haze ſaide, 1 wall 
take heede to my waies that | effende not 
in my torigue He refuled a Jonytime td 
take out a-new leſſon, indging his firſt 
leſſon to be vnlearned , till he'coutde 
perfectly practiſe it,by an holy'con+ 


When Gods uerſation , So ought wee alwaies tg 


word 1s tru- 


ly learned. 


make our accounte to hatie learned 
Gods worde,when wee haue-learned 
charitie & obedience. But this know+ 
ledge,houghit lack in many learned 
yet ordipatily it commeth alwaies by 
hearing God his word. Rom.10. Faith 


Rem. 10. 17, Commeth of hearing, and hearing of the = 


. _ Lak 8.8. 


word of God,.Wherfore,as I faide, theit 
caſe is to be lamented, which woulde 
gladly heare Gods word, & can haue 
no preachers, Then may weſay, God 
bath aboundantly powred his grace 
m—_ vs, that hanc his goſpell {o 
clearely ſer forth ynto vs,&haue ſuch 
oportunitie, y there wanteth nothing 
but eares ro beare Ne muſt haue cares 

| in 


ot 
In our hearres to Jet it finke . But,O 
man, thriſe vnhappie and children of 
reater damnation,if wee harden our 
| Amo receme ſuch abokndance of 
& mvaine;The earth(Saith Sainte 
aule)whiche after the rame (of Gods 
grace)bringert forth thornes and briers, 
#5 Y , 4s nigh vnto curſing whoſe 
end is to be burned. Woulde God all y 
be in the courte, that will not youch- 
ſafe,hauing ſo many Godly ſermons; 
tocome forth of the hall into'y chap- 
pel,to heare them, would remember 
what'a heauie ſtroke of Gods yen- 
gance hangeth ouer all their heads y 
 abdinbeiLFas worJde: and ouer thoſs 
inall places; which had rather be idle, 
and many times'yngodly occupied in 
wanton and-wicked paſtimes, then 
come to the churche, prophaning the 
Sabboth day, appointed for y ſeruice 
of God,& the hearing of his worde , 
beſtoweing it\ more wickedly then 
many of the Gentiles , Yet if the 
woulde come to the ſermonis,though 
their hearts were not well diſpoſed, 
Gods word might win them,as Saint 
'” E.vil. Augu- 


Heb.x 6.8, 


on 


Auguſtine. Aupuſtine was won by the preaching 


of S. Ambroſe, when he came only tg 
heare his {weete voice & eloquence, 

/ they knew what diſhonour they 
{ to Chriſt, yeſteeme himſo light, 
to preferre. yaine , nay I'{ay.wicked 
thinges to the hearipg of his, holye 


Q 
di 


Heb. 10, 19. word. Are not theſe they,as Saint Paul 


aith which tread vnderfoote. the Sonae 
of God,count the bloude of his teſtament, 
wherm he was ſanilified, an unholy thing, 
& hath done deſpite to the ſpirit of grace? 
O Lorde howe canſt thou kolde thy 
hands from puniſhing this yrchank= 
fulneſſe? Certainely I thinkeall other 
wickcdnefle compared to this, is ſha- 
dowed,& ſecmeth to beleſſe.I would 
to God we would remember manye 
times the plagues & tokens of Gods 
extreame wrath , that came vpon the 

Tewes, aftcr firſte vnthankfully che 
had rciected Chriſt, & after his wr 
when they were deſtrgied by T iu 
& TVeſpafinn tucha plague 'as neugr 
came yponany other country; And 
looks on their vices:there reigned.a5 
uariceambition,pride,extor on,cn»> 
: uie, 
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ujc,aduouterie,but theſereignedallo 
in other countrics aboute , where no 
ſuch vengancedid ight: but then did 
God thus exerciſe Nis wrath ypon 
them to the._terrour of all other, for 
contempt of his holy -worde and for 
their ynthankfulneſle : which beeing 
called ſomany waics by his prophets 
by him ſelfe,by the Apoſtles,ſtil har- 
dencd their hearts, This exceeded all 
other wickedneſle in the word. Nowe 
if as greate ynthankfulncfie:be found 
in many of vs towards Chriſte, & his 
goſpell,ſerforthſo plainely vnto vsr 
how ci we without. ſpeedie repetice,' 


but look for the terrible ſtroke of ye- 


gance. God(ſaith Val.max.)hath feete val,Max... 


of wool;he commeth ſlowly to puniſh but 
he hath hand of ytou, when he commeth- 


he ſiriketh fore.Philip King of Mace- of icegs 


donic,hearing of one in his kingdom ny. 
whiche refuſed moſt vnthanktfully to 
reccjue aſtrager, of whom before he 
had bene ſuccouredin ſhipwracke,in 
extreme neede, for a worthie puniſh- 
mente cauſed .to bee printed in his: 
forchead with an hot yron theſe two 


words. 
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wordes, ygratus ho#þes, an vnthankfut 
gueſt. O Lorde if mo , when 
we were ſtraungers from God,inthe 
ſhipwrack of finne, howe mercifully 
Chritte hath deliuered'vs, and borne 
our {innes ypon his body.If after all 
this we moſte ynthankfully refuſe to 
reccine him, by refuſing of his word, 
may we not thinke our ſelues worthy 
many hote-yrons to printe our yn- 
thankfulnefle to our ſhame? And yn+ 
doubtlyſo:many as continue thus vn« 
thankful, though it be not written is 
their forheads;ro purthem to world- 
ly ſhame:yet ſhal it be grauen 11 their 
confcience to their everlaſting con- 
fuſion and damnation,hen the boakes 
of enery mans conſcience ſhal be layde 0- 

2n,as Damel ſaith . Their ivdvemenr 
{halbe more ſtraight then Sodome & 
Gomorha,whichthat we may avoid , 
let vs all from the higheſt to the Tow- 
eſt, pray with one accord, that God 
may ſoften and 'prepare our heartes 
with meekeneffe and humilitie;;and 
thankfulneſle to-embrace his goſpell, 
and his holy word:which ſhal inflrast 
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vsintishvly wil, & teach ys toknow © + | 
his bufinefle cuery man in hisvoca- Nha 
tion,that:(as Saint Paule fairly) ew 
one may pine attendance 16 then ſelues $5920, 3% 

& to tha forks , wheyein the: holy ghoſte | 
hath made them onerſetrs tormle the £0. 
gregatianof God , which he hath purcha. 
ſed with bis bloud: thatall other rauc- 

nous Wolues may bexurned to good 

ſhepheards.So that Chriſte his mini- 

ſers may enioy the portion afligned 

for the Goſpel]: that all-magiſtrates 

and gouernours may give their whol | 
ſtudiero the weale publique,and not 

to' that. private wralth';-that they ..,. -.: 

may bee mainiteiners/ of: Iuſtice'ant] 

puniſhers.of wrong:and thatall infe- 

riours may hue in-due-obedicnce, 
meckely,comenting themſclics cuc- 

ry one in their yocationy, without 

murmuring or grudging : that ynder 

Chriſte & our noble' prince his mini- 

ſer here one carth, weallSeing knit 

together with Chriſtian charitie , the 

bonde of. perfeQion; tway ſo faſten 

our cies ypon our Lode ſtarre, Gods 

word that it may continually ny a 

als | 
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Pſa.rry.tos [anterne to: our fecte, to puide ouy 
net. VAIes throughe the deſerte 7 darke 
_ . wildernefie ofthis worlde: that our 
eyes bee never ſo blinded with ſha- 
dowes of wordly thinges, to make ys 
tocmbrace falſe deceitfull, and tem- 
rall felicitie,for that which is.true 
and eucrlaſting : thatthis Ian- 
_—_— ſhineth nowe,, as Saint 
Paule faith, tanquam ſpeculnnys tho- 
Cor3 3-13 
LO 3 rough aglaſſe , and 1 4 darks ſpeaking, 
when that whiche # vnperfet ſball bee 
taken away, wee may preſent vs to that 
eleare light whiche newer is ſhadowed 
lext.1.29% Pager” 07. 6s that wemay behold; 
the bleſſed fighte of the glorious cri« 
 nitie,the father,the ſonne, and the 
.  holyGhoſt,towhome, bee all 
>.» praile;athonorand gloric / , 
' workde without -:; - 
:-ehde A- | 
ment. 
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